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Waterside Adventure Playground

Hellooo...
and Welcome to Awesome’s 2017/18 Annual Impact Report

Islington’s Children & Young People and families are at the heartbeat of everythingthat we do at 
Awesome. 

October 2018 marks the second year of our organisation and I am so proud of how we have 
grown significantly as an employee-owed organisation in such a short time whilst still retaining our 
focus on Islington Children and Families and the quality of all that we do. 

I believe our foundation of employee owners being creative, innovative and passionate about the 
sustainable futusustainable future of Islington’s adventure playgrounds has played a big part in meeting the many 
challenges we have faced over the last year. 

Going forward,  Awesome feels confident in continuing to provide quality services as we adapt 
to the ever changing environments we work in. In the past year, we have increased the 
numbers of Islington children and young people accessing the Adventure Playgrounds, as well 
as our opening hours and  services for Islington’s families and residents. Continuing to support the 
Adventure Playgrounds as hubs of the community. 

This impact statement has some wondeThis impact statement has some wonderful examples to show where our money comes from and 
where it goes. Every penny that comes into Awesome is used to help improve the play 
opportunities for Islington’s children, young people and families throughout all our work as we 
re-invest our surplus each year. This year we have budgeted to reinvest excess of  £170,000. 
Enjoy reading our Impact Report. Be inspired and if you are not already, consider becoming part 
of making Islington a great place to grow up as a partner with Awesome.

Guy Lawrence
Managing DiManaging Director
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King Henry’s Walk Adventure Playground Our Mission

Our mission is to use our 
exceptional position as an 
employee-owned mutual to
work alongside communities in
providing a fun, safe and 
challenging envichallenging environment where
Children and Young People can
positively develop through play,
in their own way, for their own 
reasons.
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Hello To All

It's Rita, Andrew and Margret's Mum.  I have taken too long to write this email!

Big 'Thank you' to everyone at King Henry's Walk for looking after Andrew and Margret so 
well over the Summer holidays.  It was the first time I have had to work over the holidays 
and the first time I have left the kids with childcare other than school, so I was a bit nervous
After the first day, I realised that I had no reason to worry.  

AndAndrew and Margret thrived in the open, natural, inviting and fun environment.  They 
came home each day gabbling with stories of what they had done and friends they had
made.  I loved the fact that they had been active and exploring, albeit coming home very
dusty (I have never cleaned my bath so much!)  I loved the fact they were playing in the
real world (in contrast to computers and TV), taking their own risks and learning in a safe 
environment.

Andrew and Margret's enjoyment and enrichment was very much down to all of you who
work at KHwork at KHW. I think they feel proud to be part of KHW and I have you guys to thank for that.

We will pop-in soon, hopefully on Saturday.

Big 'Thank you' hugs to everyone.

Rita

‘Inviting and fun environment and playing in the 
real world’ are words taken from an email (see-
below) recently received by a parent. This let’s us 
know our mission is achievable.We will continue to
be a learning organisation and strive for continuous
quality in all we do. 

Quote taken from email sent by a Islington Parent.
Names have been changed to support the privacy of the family  

“

“



1659 
Boys attend Awesome 

managed Adventure 

Playgrounds

11.8% 
of children attending

Awesome managed 

playgrounds have SEND 

out of 16.4% across the 12

71% 
of our visitors returned 

attended 5 or more times 

(Apr17 - Mar18)

91% 
of children attending 

playgrounds we 

manage said they are 

able to take risks

1399 
Girls attend Awesome 

managed Adventure 

Playgrounds

In 2017/18 the 12 Adventure Playgrounds worked

with more than 4,865 Children & Young People

Our Year in Numbers
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3,049
Islington Children &

Young People attended 

a playground managed

by Awesome

Three Corners Adventure Playground

48 weeks 
of the year all six sites 

operated with no 

unplanned closures.

4,943 

spaces for childcare as part

of our Lunch Club offer of 

1hour. (Apr17 - Mar18)

1,130 
hours of play for children 

and their families within 

Islington



Adventure Playgrounds

Awesome CiC run six out of the twelve Adventure Playgrounds in Islington. Our playgrounds 
are run by some of the former Islington Council Play and Youth employees, who have been 
providing adventure play opportunities at its core to Islington Children & Young People, 
Since 1976. We have supported tens of thousands of Children & Young People. Our aim is to
bring our expertise and commitment to a wide range of services that serve the communities 
we work in. 

AdventuAdventure Playgrounds have been a key feature of play opportunities in Islington for more 
than 40 years. We have the second lowest level of open space in the country.
Adventure Playgrounds were set up in the 70’s the main aim for this was to give children in 
inner-city areas a space where they could connect with nature and have the freedom for 
outside physical play. We believe in the value of child-led, open access and free play.

Islington's Adventure Playgrounds are places where children can learn through managing risk
and exploring physical limits in a safe environment, supported by great playworkers. 

WWe believe such play is crucial to health physical, cognitive and social development. 
Countless studies support these ideas. Children get the chance on adventure playgrounds to
mix with others of different ages and different social and cultural backgrounds.

On the 1 October 2016, Awesome CIC began its awarded contract to run 6 adventure 
playgrounds on behalf of Islington Council. They are:

Barnard Adventure Playground
Cape Adventure Playground 
CoCornwallis Adventure Playground, 
Kings Henry's Walk Adventure Playground 
Three Corners Adventure Playground 
Waterside Adventure Playground

Cape Adventure Playground

The next few pages are just a few of the highlights  of projects and opportunities 
Children & Young People of experienced in the last 12 months.

King Henry’s Walk Adventure Playground6

‘A shocking study found that 60 per cent of 
youngsters would rather watch television or play
computer games than venture outdoors.

A third of children aged between six and 15 have
never climbed a tree, a quarter have never rolled
down a hill and almost half have never made a 
daisy chain, it found.’daisy chain, it found.’
(Research by Savlon and Play England)



Community Energy Fund

In 2017/18 all six Adventure Playgrounds applied for funding from Islington Council's 

Community Energy Fund and  were successful in getting £12,446. 

From this we have been able to deliver several projects across all six sites working 

with eco games as well as Electric Pedal’s. 

Eco Action games run community based games at Three Corners and King Henry’s 

Walk Adventure Playgrounds, where there aim was to educate and inform 

attendees on a number of enviattendees on a number of environmental concerns.

Cape Adventure playground worked with Electric Pedal’s and after consulting 

with the children decided they would build a Boombox.

Electric Pedal’s Workshop’s were a fun and interactive way of teaching Children 

and Young People at the sessions about how easy it is to harness human kinetic 

energy and transform it into power for various different things with the added 

bonus of music! We were even able to showcase this at Play Day this year which 

pprovided music for the whole event  reducing the cost we would usually pay to 

hire sound systems and made it an additional activity for the whole family to 

participate in.

Two of the playgrounds, Waterside and Cornwallis, were working with the 

community by swapping their normal light bulbs for energy saving light bulbs.

They completed questionnaires, with the local community, to establish what types 

of lightbulbs the local community are using. From information gathered, they were

able to plan and advertise locally wheable to plan and advertise locally where the local community can swap their

bulbs. 

Three Corners Adventure Playground

Barnard Adventure Playground

Active Play
Active play is a great way to get

exercise and burn off calories too. 

For children, riding a bike burns off 

about 118-172 calories an hour and

skateboarding uses up 74-108 calories

an houan hour. Even something as elegant 

as ballet burns off 71-103 calories an 

hour.
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Food Poverty

Waterside Adventure Playground

Highlights taken from Islington's food poverty executive summary 2018 showed that 1 in 10 

London children go to bed hungry with 1 in 5 London parents reporting skipping meals so their 

children could eat.

Lunch Bunch scheme was put in place to follow the council’s free school meal initiative during 

school term time. This enabled primary school aged children during the school holidays  to get

a free lunch. ,This pilot scheme has been funded by Islington  Council following an increase

in council tax. in council tax. 

Cornwallis Adventure playground hosted one of the pilot Lunch Bunch locastions this summer.

http://www.islingtongazette.co.uk/news/free-lunches-for-islington-kids-tackles-holiday-hunger-1-5660567

FareShare Go Scheme

Since July 2018, all six playgrounds are signed up to Fareshare Go Scheme with there local 

Tesco and Waitrose stores. The food available to collect is good quality food that can no longer 

be sold. This could be because it has damaged packaging or a short-shelf life. This doesn’t 

have an impact on the standard or safety of the food items available. Food available often have an impact on the standard or safety of the food items available. Food available often 

includes bread, eggs and fresh fruit. These collections allow us to bake or cook at the

playgrounds with the children, it also allows us to give some of the items away to those families

that request it. 

Family Kitchen

Family Kitchen is a free six week programme funded by

Islington's Health and Wellbeing Team and supports 

families to learn how to cook. Waterside Adventure 

Playground took part in Family Kitchen during the 

summer term of 2018 working with local families in the

St Peters Ward.  The Family Kitchen was a great successSt Peters Ward.  The Family Kitchen was a great success

and the team at Waterside utilised the family mornings

to get more people involved. 
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Cornwallis Adventure Playground

Cape Adventure Playground

Waterside Adventure Playground



Family Events

Barnard Adventure Playground

Play Day

This year Playday took place  at Barnard Park Adventure Playground.

More than 1500 children and families enjoyed a day of fun and 

games at Playday. The free event saw children trying out a range 

of activities including hula-hoop making, arts and crafts, messy 

play and much more. Playday was supported through funding 

ffrom local councillors as part of the LIF community fund. The 

event was well attended and supported by local partners such 

as Islington Play Association, Arsenal in the Community, 

Bright Start Islington, Family Information Service, Electric Pedal’s 

and Mini Mermaids all helping to make the day a success.

http://islingtontribune.com/article/summer-adventure-starts-at-playground

Waterside Street Party

Waterside held their annual street party this year in 

Dame street supported by funding from LIF.

The event was a great success and despite the rain didn't 

prevent the community from coming together.

http://islingtontribune.com/article/its-turned-out-to-be-a-blooming-great-garden-at-whittington-park

Barnard Adventure Playground

Waterside Adventure Playground

Family mornings

Family mornings have been a great success across all six 

playgrounds, allowing younger children to experience the

playground with their parent/carer. It's not only encouraging

families to play together but it’s allowing playworkers to 

have further conversations with the parent/carer about 

the benefits of play and the positive influence it can have the benefits of play and the positive influence it can have 

on a child's life. Often reminding adults how they played as

a child.

 

“ It's not like if you become old you stop playing, you grow

old because you stop playing “ Ido Portal

King Henry’s Walk Adventure Playground
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Awards & Inspections

King Henry’s Walk Adventure Playground

London Play Awards

Cape Adventure Playground Children & Young People won best London Adventure Playground 
Award in 2017. This  achievement  came with the special responcibility of short listing the finalists
for 2018. There was high intrest again this year and Children & Young People with the support
of Playworkers submitted entries from across all of the six Adventure Playgrounds we manage.
The London Play Awards were held at the Prince Charles Cinema in the West End. Children from
acacross the six playgrounds attended to see their fims  and have a fun time meeting children from 
across London and see the Adventure Playgrounds they attend on the big screen. 
  
We did not win the Best Adventure Playground of the year award this time but King Henry’s Walk
Adventure Playground Children & Young People walked away
with best film of 2018.  
To see all the videos visit our website at www.awesomecic.co.uk 

King Henry's walk weKing Henry's walk were the proud winners 
of best flick and one of the children aged 7
said 
“I had all my fingers toes and legs crossed
 and couldn't believe we won”

Ofsted

Over summer 2018, all of our adventure playgrounds received a visit from ofsted and all passed, 
complying with all of the complying with all of the requirements for registration on the Childcare Register.

During the inspection, the inspector:
*checked registration details and assessed compliance with, and the provider’s understanding 
of, the requirements of registration
*assessed the safety of the registered premises and whether the provider has effectively assessed 
and minimised any risks
*talked to the provider, the children and any parents or staff members and observe the provision
to make suto make sure policies are being put into practice
*assessed any staff’s understanding of policies and procedures
*looked at the recruitment policies, where applicable
*looked at the arrangements for making sure unvetted people do not have unsupervised access
 to children
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Play Works

London Play- Play Works

Working with London Play, Waterside and Three Corners completed the Play Works project to

help them monitor and evaluate the impact of what they do and better make their case for 

survival.

Each playground produced a full report and you can find these on our website at

 

https://www.awesomecic.co.uk/awesome-impact-reports/https://www.awesomecic.co.uk/awesome-impact-reports/

Three Corners

Three Corners overall aim is to provide a unique play space which all children and young people 

can call home, where they feel welcomed and supported. This is a space where they can dream

big and be creative. 

One of Three Corners specific aims were to increase and diversify opportunities for children to feel

inspired, play freely and creatively

Outcomes fOutcomes from this aim:

Children's lives are enriched through a wider range of play opportunities

Various tools were used such as play audits, mapping and children's questionnaires. Play audits 

were completed on site at Three Corners over the course of a week in March 2018. Staff had to

reflect and think about the environment the children and young people played in and how they 

use it. 

‘Children who play regularly in natural 
environments have more advanced motor environments have more advanced motor 
skills, such as agility, balance and coordination,
and are sick less often. Children who play 
outside have higher levels of vitamin D, which
in turn strengthens their bones and immune 
systems.’

Waterside

One of One of Waterside’s Specific Aim were to improve CYP’s health, wellbeing and resilience 

Outcomes from this aim:

*Increased emotional intelligence among CYP

*Increased confidence and resilience among CYP

*Staff increase the impact of the space on CYP

There were a number of tools used to collect this data. We have put a sample of one of the 

case studies on page 12.

Three Corners Adventure playground
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Play Works
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Case study 1: Subject A becomes more confident and resilient

Subject A is a 6 year old girl living in N1 who joined us in June 2017. She is home tutored, her Mother
mentions concern regarding Isolation.
Subject A has a number of specific complex needs including cerebral palsy, asthma and allergy 
to peanuts. At first we are unable to ascertain her levels of speech and language as we found 
Subject A is an elected mute - she chooses when and who she wishes to talk to.

She is  an only child, very quiet and timid, watching others but not joining in, no communication She is  an only child, very quiet and timid, watching others but not joining in, no communication 
with staff within first couple of visits to the playground although she did hold playworkers hand 
after 2 days of encouragement.
She finally spoke to a Playworker, so we knew that she was verbal. All the playworkers voiced their 
concerns and anxieties in a briefing around the fact that she may not tell us if there were any 
problems or issues. The team agreed to call mum in, where we discussed Subject A’s lack of 
communication, and possible outcomes. We requested  that mum should talk to her at home 
and encourage her to be moand encourage her to be more forthcoming with the staff. The next day Subject A started to 
speak and smile with the some of the staff team and a couple of the children. In a short 
whispered conversation with a Playworker, subject A tells how she loves sparkles and pretty 
things in her hair. Subject A is observed getting involved in the gentler things on the playground 
such as fruit picking and chalk art.

The playworkers continue to talk to and encourage her, observing improvement.
Feedback from Playworkers is, that Subject A is saying a few more words (quietly) now. 

Subject A’s confidence gSubject A’s confidence grows, speaking quietly, often taking workers by the hand and guiding 
them to an activity she wants to get involved in i.e. picking giant leaves, painting (splash art) 
and sprinkling them with glitter with the other children. 
 
A milestone for Subject A was getting involved in a waterslide and water fight in the summer, 
where she was drenched from head to toe, laughing and giggling so much that everyone 
noticed and were happy for her. We had to call mum to bring a change of clothes for her but 
it did not dampen Subject A mood as she had so much fun.it did not dampen Subject A mood as she had so much fun.

Although remaining quiet, she now greets us on arrival and is interacting with the gentler 
children on the playground (although it is initiated by them, not her) 

Waterside Adventure Playground



Residentials

Angel Boat Canal Residential, Barnard Adventure Playground

Residential

Over the summer we worked with Angel Community Canal Boat Trust to do two residentials

involving three of our Adventure Playgrounds. This is the second year we have worked 

with the Angel Canal Boat and it's been a great addition to offer to those children that 

wouldn't usually get this experience.

Staff worked hard to prepare both the children and their parents (who are often more 

anxious than their childanxious than their children) prior to the trip, holding information sessions and talking 

individually with parents who have particular concerns. 

During the evaluation two of the playgrounds whom attended the trip together relayed

the benefit of this residential:

“It has enabled a group of 10 8-12yrs to successfully come together from two different 

playgrounds from a variety of different backgrounds. It’s enabled the children and 

young people to develop a range of skills from team building 

conflict conflict resolution and breaking down barriers with others.  There was a particular child 

that attended with delayed speech and they have been able to describe what it has 

been like to gain new friends, tell new stories and be accepted positively by their fellow 

peers which has enhanced their confidence and made them feel respected and part 

of the group. The opportunity offered them a chance to work with others without fear in 

an environment new to each of them, they have been welcomed and greeted warmly 

by residents and canal community which in turn gave them the opportunity to reciprocate. 

Overall a big opportunity just to have fun”Overall a big opportunity just to have fun”
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“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in 
felling good.  You may think you feel good when 
you buy yourself a new pair of shoes, but when 
you volunteer, you know you’ve made a 
diffrence and have supported the kind of 
community you want to live in.” 

– Brandon – Brandon 
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Volunteers

King Henry’s Adventure Playground

King Henry’s Adventure Playground

Waterside Adventure Playground

Three Corners Adventure Playground

527 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the 

Corporate Volunteers supported with improvements 

across the six adventure playgrounds we manage. 

Supporting with everything from painting walls;

treating poles; fixing structures to laying grass.

TTotaling 1440 hrs volunteered

Volunteers have made such a difference to our organisation

and Islington Children & Young People across all six Adventure

Playgrounds. From local residence willing to give their time to 

help through the sharing of a skill, story or expertise; local 

residence joining our Board of Directors to steer our organisation 

in the right direction; to corporate organisations donating money 

for for resources and teams of staff to give a helping hand. 

£8,418.
Was donated and invested in improvements and 

repairs by a wide range of Corporate Volunteer 

groups who wanted to make a difference for 

Islington Children &  Young People.



Investing for the future

We have partnered with 

MyLocalPitch to ensure the new

resource keeps giving. 

The pitch is hired out when 

children are at school and the 

times the Adventure Playground

is not ois not offering a play service. 

The Income generated will then 

continue to support the six 

adventure playgrounds with 

repairs and improvements for 

future generations of Islington’s

Children & Young Peole

  

Awesome as also committed £100,000 to 

repairing and improving the outdoor

play structures across the six adventure 

playgrounds and is working with London

Play design to offer local volunteer 

opportunities as well as staff training. 

Every penny Awesome generates is reinvested 

back in to improving the services and facilities

we provide for Islington’s Children & Young 

People, Families and Residents. 

Cornwallis Adventure Playground

When we won the contract to manage six of Islington’s Adventure Playgrounds we knew that

there would be challenges ahead to ensure that the facilities met the standards of Islington’s

Children and Young People and their parents and carers. 

One of the first challenges was at Cornwallis Adventure Playground where we had a old brick

wall that had been deemed structually not safe. Working in partnerhip with children, 

young people  and Islington’s Play &Youth commissioners, we developed a plan to replace the 

wall and to upgrade the sports awall and to upgrade the sports area. 

Islington supported with funding to remove the wall and Awesome was able to allocate money

generated from hires, fundraising and donations to the value of £85,000 to create the sports 

pitch the children had asked for. 

The children wanted a football pitch that looked like a professional pitch with astro turf grass 

but one where you could play other games and sports on. After a lot of research we found a 

surface that ticked all the boxes. 

15



Its Awesome to be partners with
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Working with all our parnters this year has enhanced and expanded the opportunities for Islington

Children & Young People. We are extremely greatful to have had the opportunity to work with 

such a wide range of dedicated organisations, who all share a passion for making Islington the 

best place to grow up in.

One of the highlights that had the greatest visual impact for Children & Young People was the 

support given by the Friends of Barnard Park. They volunteered time to work with children 

attending Baattending Barnard Adventure Playground to pass on knowledge and skills in gardening. 

Children got to experience the care and nuturing needed to grow a sun flower, that would grow 

taller than most of the children on the Adventure Playground. The partnership went beyond 

the intergenerational work, volunteering, to training and supporting Playworkers to also 

understand the support needed to help the playgrounds plant life bloom.  

We would like to thank all our partners for all their hard work over the last year and look forward

to creating new experiences and opportunities for Islington Children and Young People for years 

to come. to come. 

If we all play our part we can grow a strong community that creates benefits for future 

generations of families living in Islington.

Three Corners Adventure Playground



Children’s Consultation

Waterside Adventure Playground

Over the summer we completed a questionnaire with children across all playgrounds getting 

486 responses. The questionnaire was focused on asking children how and if they can control 

the playground  environment. It consisted of just 13 questions and here are some of the responses 

we got.

Do you feel that your ideas are heard and listened to at the playground?

93.4% said yes

AAre you able to change things on the playground and in the building?

83.2% said they can

Can you use other materials in the playground to create new spaces to play

(wood,tyres,mud,water,)?

Out of 486 children 453 children said they could 

If you could change anything outside what would it be?

17



Parent/Carers Consultation

Waterside Adventure Playground

The parents consultation took place towards the end of October half term school holiday and we

received 100 responses. We think it's important every year to get feedback from parents/carers on 

the service we provide and to reflect upon what worked well and what might of needed some

extra sparkle. From our parents/carers feedback last year we were able to open earlier supporting 

the needs of working parents and adding additional hours to our service.

What improvements do you think we still need to make to the Adventure Playground?

“To get the structures fixed and all working” 

“nothing it's amazing”

“I can not think of what else the playground should offer as there is a massive variety of activities

my son has done different activities every day and he loves it here and the staff”

“Internal refurbishment”

18



Next Year and Beyond

Barnard Adventure Playground

In 2018/19 we will be in our final year of contract with Islington Council hoping that all our hard 

work will be recognised when re-tendering for the contract.

We will not pause just because we will need to bid for the next tender round in June 2019 but 

continue to build on the foundations we have been creating. Focusing on working with Islington 

Children & Young People and Families to shape the opportunities/experiences the Adventure 

Playgrounds can offer to support in the  build of resilience to deal with all the challenges that 

they may face in gthey may face in growing up.

We want to continue to support local residents to develop their social enterprise ideas through 

the use of the Adventure Playgrounds when they are not being used by Children & Young 

People. Embedding further Adventure Playgrounds as hubs of the community.

Quality will always be at the top of our agenda and we aim to be a learning organisation, who 

works with all stakeholders to ensure we continuously improve and develop our services. Seeking 

to extend opportunities for a wider range of Children and Young People. Our aim is to extend the 

play oplay offer to 5 year olds and register on Ofsted’s full childcare register, with the aim of attaining 

outstanding across all Adventure Playgrounds we manage. 

Whilst also looking to develop employment learning and responsibility through a Junior Leaders 

Scheme. The scheme will give Islington Young People in year 9 - 11 the opportunity to attain a 

AQA in Playwork and to develop employment skills through being a mentor and Junior Leader on 

the Adventure Playgrounds. 

Creating an easy pathway for local residents to become employee owners with Awesome is also 

a desia desired aim for the future. We already have a high percentage of employees who live in 

Islington and we want to continue to find creative ways to increase the opportunities to employ 

locally. 

We will continue to invest every penny we generate back into improving services for Islington’s 

Children & Young People and Families, working with partners and funders to strive towards truly 

being Awesome through our Mission, Vision and Values.

‘Seeing friendships being created and 
children having fun, drives Awesome
Playworkers to continue to give all 
they have, to create a rich play
environment for children to grow and 
develop.’ 
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Get in touch

Call us:                      
Email us:                    
Like us:                       
Tweet us:                   
Instagram us:            
Youtube us:                Youtube us:                
Visit our website:      

0207 272 3777
info@awesomecic.co.uk
www.facebook.com/awesomecic
awesome_cic
awesome_cic
Join our channel - view our playlists
https://www.awesomecic.co.ukhttps://www.awesomecic.co.uk
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